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Again : 

American diplomacy was also employed in the advancement of the principle of legal- 
ity. American statesmen sought to regulate the relations of nations by law, not only 
as a measure for the protection of the weak against the aggressions of the strong, but 
also as the only means of assuring the peace of the world. 

And finally: 

American diplomacy has been characterized by practicality. It has sought to attain 
definite objects by practical methods. * * * American diplomacy has also exerted 
a potent influence upon the adoption of simple and direct methods in the conduct 
of negotiations. Observant of the proprieties and courtesies of intercourse but 
having, as John Adams once declared, "no notion of cheating anybody," American 
diplomatists have relied rather upon the strength of their cause, frankly and clearly 
argued, than upon a subtle diplomacy, for the attainment of their ends. 

In commending this book without reserve to the general reader, for 
whom it is primarily intended, the reviewer congratulates the reader 
on the fact that specialists and men of affairs, such as Professor Moore 
and John W. Foster, have found time and taken a pleasure in laying before 
the public the results of a lifetime in a simple, accurate and attractive 
form. May other publicists imitate their example. 

James Brown Scott. 

Recueil des Arbitrages Internationaux. Tome Premier, 1798-1855. By 
Professor A. de Lapradelle, of the University of Grenoble, and Por- 
fessor N. Politis, of the University of Poitiers. Paris: Pedrone. pp. 
liv.863. 1905. 

We note in this publication one of the most valuable productions yet 
issued covering questions of international law as administered upon 
references either to mixed commissions, or to special persons, and 
believe the words of the preface, appreciatively written by Professor 
Renault, are within bounds in saying that the editors "have rendered 
an eminent service to the practice and the science of international law. " 

The present volume covers the period from 1798 to 1855 and will be 
followed by others bringing the subject matter up to the date of final 
publication. The editors have commenced with the arbitrations under 
the Jay treaty and, among other important arbitrations, include the 
affair of the Duchy of Bouillon; the tolls of the Levantine Valley; the 
Holland debt between Holland and France; the four mixed commissions 
between the United States and Great Britain following the treaty of 
Ghent; arbitration of Alexander L, over the application of the first 
article of the treaty of Ghent to slavery; the Northeast boundary line; 
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the mixed commission of 1842 between the United States and Mexico; 
the Portendick affair between France and Great Britain; the arbitration 
between France and Mexico under the treaty of 1844 relative to responsi- 
bility for acts of war; the Pacifico affair between Great Britain and 
Greece; arbitration under the treaty of 1852 between France and Spain; 
the arbitration between the United States and Portugal relative to the 
destruction of the General Armstrong; and conclude with an account of 
the mixed commission of 1855 between the United States and England. 

Pursuant to their general plan and in connection with each arbitration, 
the editors state very fully the circumstances leading up to it, the pro- 
cedure in connection therewith, the protocol and the questions decided 
by the commission, the cases being grouped according to their nature 
and each particular question being made the subject of extensive and 
valuable doctrinal notes. Where the arbitrations are of a single dispute, 
the text of the arbitral sentence is given. The doctrinal notes in ques- 
tion were many of them written by the editors, but, in addition, we note, 
as adding to the value of the work, the names subjoined of Stoerk, Asser, 
Laband, Fauchille, Kleen and Strisower. 

The editors have carefully distinguished between international arbi- 
trations in the strictest sense on the one hand, and internal commissions 
appointed for the purpose of adjusting claims against foreign nations 
assumed by the home government, and arbitrations really diplomatic 
arrangements, on the other. Observing strictly this line of cleavage, 
many of the boards whose proceedings were quite fully reported in 
Moore's International Arbitrations receive no attention at the hands 
of the editors, who consider that their opinions are not in the fullest 
sense evidence of international law. 

In their avant-propos, the editors discuss in an interesting and 
able manner the vices and virtues incident to the various forms of arbi- 
tration, contrasting judiciously the earlier form of the mixed commis- 
sion, wherein there sat one of the nationals of each contending party 
with an umpire who by lot or agreement was chosen from the citizenship 
of the contesting nations, with the plan of referring a dispute to a 
sovereign, pointing out as well later developments in form tending to 
secure absolute impartiality among all the arbitrators, the authors antici- 
pating as the best and final development a court on which no national shall 
appear. The evils incident to the older form of mixed commissions are 
indicated with sufficient clearness. The dangers of an improper decision 
in the event of a reference to an outside power are clearly defined, more 
so than in any other publication to which we can refer. 

The work under review will naturally be contrasted with Moore's 
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International Arbitrations, from which, for American material, it largely 
draws. We have pointed out above the class of commissions which 
might be termed quasi-international, whose work is not considered by 
the present authors, and because of this omission one work is needed to 
supplement the other by the student who would desire to acquaint him- 
self with all phases of arbitral discussion. In addition many details 
interesting particularly to Americans and contained in Professor Moore's 
work do not come within the scope of the present one. The plan of the 
Recueil differs markedly from that adopted by Professor Moore in that, 
as indicated, all questions arising under a given commission are grouped 
together, falling as well under the common head. It also differs in the 
greater fullness naturally given to the arbitrations of continental Europe 
and in that the doctrinal and footnotes bring the general subject up to a 
later date, many of the doctrinal notes being so extensive as almost to 
constitute treatises upon the matters to which they relate. Particularly 
is this true with regard to the law of prize and the sanctity to be accorded 
to the decisions of prize courts when invoked before an arbitral tribunal. 
The various heads under which a government may be made responsible 
internationally are also discussed with learning and ability. 

The volume includes chronological tables, as well as an alphabetical 
table by nations of matters affecting the general subject, and embraces 
what is rare in French treatises — a most excellent index, largely adding 
to the value of the work. 

We shall await with interest the forthcoming volumes. It is perhaps 
proper to add in closing that the same authors have recently published a 
study of the Anglo-Brazilian Arbitration of 1904. (L'Arbitrage Anglo- 
Brealien de 1904. Paris: Giard et Briere. pp. 105. 1905.) 

Jackson H. Ralston. 

A Digest of International Law. By John Bassett Moore, LL.D., Ham- 
ilton Fish Professor of International Law and Diplomacy in Colum- 
bia University in the city of New York; Associate of the Institute of 
International Law; some time third Assistant Secretary of State and 
Assistant Secretary of State of the United States. In eight volumes. 
Washington: Government Printing Office. 1906. 

The title page of this monumental work explains and it is neces- 
sary that the reader have it before him, that the Digest is based upon 
diplomatic discussions, treaties and other international agreements, 
international awards, the decisions of municipal courts, the writings of 
and especially on published and unpublished documents issued 



